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#mathscpdchat 7 June 2022 

 

How are you supporting Year 11 students to prepare for studying A level Maths and Further 

Maths? 

Hosted by Rob Southern 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat in 

Twitter 

 

 

 

The links shared during this discussion were:  

 

Support with transition which is the page on the AMSP website from which you can proceed to 

Supporting students’ transition to level 3 study. The AMSP has two resources to help students to 

consolidate the skills and topics learned at GCSE in preparation for A level study. These two 

resources are ‘Essential Skills materials’ (link provided below) and ‘Transition to A level Mathematics’ 

(link also provided below). There is also a link to support material related to ‘Core Maths and other 

post-16 courses’. It was shared by Sarah Denison 

 

https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://amsp.org.uk/resource/transition
https://amsp.org.uk/teachers/11-16-maths/transition-to-level-3-maths
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
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Transition to A level Mathematics resources: Essential Skills which are AMSP resources that focus on 

key skills that will be used across the whole spectrum of AS and A level Mathematics. There are six 

sets of resources, which focus respectively on Simplifying, Expanding, Factorising, Rearranging, 

Solving and Sketching. It was shared by Sarah Denison 

 

Taster lessons to give you a flavour of studying maths beyond GCSE which are six lessons designed 

by the AMSP team to provide opportunities for students to try out some of the topics they will meet on 

a level 3 maths course. There are two lessons for each qualification: A level Mathematics, A level 

Further Mathematics and Core Maths. It was shared by Sarah Denison 

 

Where maths meets... the world of work which is a set of high-quality videos from the AMSP which 

showcase the maths in different careers. There are currently four videos focussing on Core Maths, 

four on A level Mathematics and three on A level Further Mathematics. The careers include being an 

astronaut, a ‘Green Engineer’, a climate scientist and a freelance filmmaker! It was shared by Sarah 

Denison 

 

Experiences of advanced maths which is a series of videos from the ASMP featuring students who 

have studied A level maths. For example, the ‘subject’/’star’ of one of the videos is a fourth-year 

mathematics student at university who hopes to go on to work in coding and computer programming. It 

was shared by Sarah Denison 

 

Online Enrichment Event recordings which are recordings of interactive Online Enrichment Events that 

the AMSP has been running. The level of maths involved does not exceed GCSE, and the contexts 

are novel and engaging. For example, one event was ‘Are you psychic’, and another was ‘Making a 

Million’! Teacher notes accompany each recording/event. It was shared by Sarah Denison 

 

Inspiring your 11-16 maths students which is the page on the AMSP website where you will find 

information about the large programme of AMSP enrichment activities. It was shared by Sarah 

Denison 

 

MEI Inspired 2022 which is a series of twilight webinars for maths teachers provided by MEI, and 

designed to inspire teachers, enrich their teaching and benefit their students’ learning. It was shared 

by Sarah Denison 

 

Explore and refresh your knowledge of the AQA Level 2 Further Maths course which is an ASMP day 

course on 16 June 2022 consisting of workshops in which participants will look in depth at the AQA 

Level 2 Further Maths course. It was shared by Sarah Denison 

 

https://amsp.org.uk/resource/gcse-alevel-transition-resources
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://amsp.org.uk/resource/level-3-taster-lessons
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://amsp.org.uk/resource/where-maths-meets-the-world-of-work
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://amsp.org.uk/resource/advanced-maths-experiences
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://amsp.org.uk/resource/online-enrichment-event-recordings
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://amsp.org.uk/teachers/11-16-maths/inspiring-students
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://mei.org.uk/mei-inspired/
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://amsp.org.uk/events/details/9819
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
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RISPS Rich starting Points for A level Mathematics which is the index of a collection of 40 

‘Investigative Activities’ created by Jonny Griffiths for the ‘A level Pure Mathematics Classroom’. From 

this page you can reach Risp 8: Arithmetic Simultaneous Equations. It was shared by Matt Man 

 

KS5 Maths which is a very full page of wide-ranging maths resources intended for teachers of KS5 

students. It was shared by webmathscouk 

 

Key Ideas in Teaching Mathematics: Research-based guidance for ages 9-19 which is a book by Anne 

Watson, Keith Jones and Dave Pratt. The authors bring together knowledge on how secondary school 

students best learn mathematics. It offers a comprehensive overview of secondary mathematics and 

the transitions into and out of it. It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

 

 

A full illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows. 

  

http://www.s253053503.websitehome.co.uk/risps/index.html
http://www.s253053503.websitehome.co.uk/risps/risp-8.pdf
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://webmathscouk.wordpress.com/ks5-maths/
https://twitter.com/Dids31
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Key-Ideas-Teaching-Mathematics-Research-Based/dp/0199665516
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
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Although the host’s first question … 

 

… generated most of the conversations that constituted the whole chat, his other two 

questions also prompted useful discussions (which are shown later in this summary).  

 

Two discussions in response to Q1 … 

 

… focussed specifically on the aspirations of students in KS3/4 (and even earlier) and 

encouraging them to think about studying mathematics beyond GCSE: this conversation … 
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… and this shorter conversation: 
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A long sequence of conversations, mainly about GCSE Further Maths, developed from a/this 

comment by Sarah Denison: 
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This quote-retweet (of a tweet in the previous conversation) from Rob … 
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… generated two conversations and one single reply … this conversation … 
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… and this conversation … 

 

 

 

 

 

… and this single reply: 

 

Another quote-retweet from Rob … 
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… prompted these comments: 
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This question (another quote-retweet from the conversation generated by Sarah Denison’s 

tweet about GCSE Further Maths) remained unanswered: 

 

In response to Q1 other suggestions were made: 
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This was another conversation generated by Q1: 
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The following replies to Q1 did not generate conversations: 
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The host followed up his first tweet … 

 

… with a further comment … 

 

… which itself generated a useful conversation: 
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The (linked-to-Twitter) screenshots below show the two conversations, and some suggested 

links, generated by Rob’s second question. Teachers discussed what they do in ‘taster 

lessons’ for Y11 students who are going on to do A level Mathematics in Y12, how many of 

such lessons are provided, how long each lesson lasts, and when during the year such 

lessons take place. Click on any of the screenshots-of-a-tweet to go to that actual tweet on 

Twitter. So the following conversations and replies were in response to this question from the host 

Rob Southern: 

 

This was a conversation between Matt Man, Rob Southern and Sarah Denison: 

 

 

https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1534257477906227200
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1534258060566355968
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1534258340808761345
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(link provided above) 

https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1534258325155618821
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1534258658711941120
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1534258913885003777
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And these suggestions were from Mary Pardoe, Sarah Denison and Cat van Saarloos: 

 

https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://twitter.com/CoreMathsCat
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1534258952816427020
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths/status/1534259834748653568
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1534259339111895045
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1534259805568770048
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1534258488267140097
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(link provided above) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This conversation, also generated by Q2, was between Sarah Denison, Rob Southern, Adam Wiggins 

and Neil Stewart: 

https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/awiggins180
https://twitter.com/neiljstewart
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths/status/15342598833257807872
https://twitter.com/CoreMathsCat/status/1534534113734033411
https://twitter.com/CoreMathsCat/status/1534578061206859776
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https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1534257477906227200
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths/status/1534258317098377216
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1534259076720381954
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths/status/1534259605546622976
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1534259909910478851
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths/status/1534260122503069696
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1534260545813204992
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths/status/1534260859651997698
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Finally, to complete the record of contributions to the chat that were in response to the host’s Q2, Rob 

Southern shared this resource after the end of the actual chat: 

 

https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1534266083078721539
https://twitter.com/awiggins180/status/1534284729280765954
https://twitter.com/neiljstewart/status/1534277180393390080
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1534261193224896518
https://twitter.com/MrsDMaths/status/1534258440121602052
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1534265188576284673
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(to read the discussion-sequence generated by any tweet look at the ‘replies’ to that tweet) 

 

There were two closely-connected conversations generated by Rob’s third question … 

 

… the focus of which moved from ‘transition work’ generally (and a new project currently being 

developed) and the monitoring of such work, to finding for students an appropriate effective 

‘transition course’: 
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Sarah Denison’s direct reply to Q3 … 

 

… in effect continues the previous discussion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were also two ‘single’ replies to Q3: 
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