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#mathscpdchat 10 May 2022 

 

How can the history of maths support students’ learning about conventions, units and other 

mathematical ideas? 

Hosted by Jenny Hill-Parker 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat in 

Twitter 

 

 

 

 

 

The links shared during this discussion were:  

 

Gresham College Lectures which are 310 videos, each being of a different lecture about mathematics 

and/or its history. The lecturers are distinguished mathematics educators and mathematicians. For 

example, the last lecture that you find as you scroll down the webpage is Great Mathematicians, Great 

Mathematics: An introduction by Professor Raymond Flood. It was shared by Jenny Hill-Parker 

 

https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/browse-all?type=569
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/great-mathematicians-great-mathematics-introduction
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch-now/great-mathematicians-great-mathematics-introduction
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
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Schools Writing Prize in the History of Mathematics which is where you will find detailed information 

about the 2022 prizes that will be given by the British Society for the History of Mathematics in 

cooperation with the Plus Magazine for the best essays or presentations on some aspect of the history 

of mathematics. Separate awards are presented every year to students in the 11 -15 age group and 

the 16-19 age group. It was shared by Jenny Hill-Parker 

 

5 Simple Math Problems No One Can Solve which are problems presented by Avery Thompson that 

are ‘easy to understand, supremely difficult to prove’. It was shared by Jenny Hill-Parker 

 

Literacy in Mathematics which is are educational resources created by Jenny Hill-Parker to support 

literacy in Mathematics. The collection (presented on a padlet) include her Guided Reading resources 

that Jenny mentioned during the chat. It was shared by Jenny Hill-Parker 

 

MacTutor History of Mathematics Archive which is a free online resource provided by the School of 

Mathematics and Statistics at the University of St Andrews, Scotland. It contains biographies of more 

than 3000 mathematicians and over 2000 pages of essays and supporting materials. It was shared by 

Mary Pardoe  

 

George Boole which is a page in the MacTutor History of Mathematics Archive. It is possible within the 

website to find a list of mathematicians associated with any of many listed locations (in this case, 

Lincolnshire). Therefore, teachers may be able to find maths-history resources of particular local 

interest to their students. It was shared by Mary Pardoe  

 

The teaching of mathematics: some conclusions which is another page in the MacTutor History of 

Mathematics Archive. It summarises the key changes in Mathematics Education from the time of the 

fall of the Roman Empire until the industrial revolution in England. It was shared by Mary Pardoe  

 

 

 

A full illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows. 

  

https://www.bshm.ac.uk/plus
https://www.bshm.ac.uk/about-us
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://www.popularmechanics.com/science/g2816/5-simple-math-problems/
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://padlet.com/jhill_parker/7dnensz2esx9i19r
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://mathshistory.st-andrews.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://mathshistory.st-andrews.ac.uk/Biographies/Boole/
https://mathshistory.st-andrews.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://mathshistory.st-andrews.ac.uk/Education/conclusions/
https://mathshistory.st-andrews.ac.uk/
https://mathshistory.st-andrews.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
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Jenny’s Q1 generated most of the replies and discussion that comprised the chat. The (linked-

to-Twitter) screenshots below show those conversations and replies. Click on any screenshot 

of a tweet to go to that actual tweet on Twitter. 

 

The following conversations and replies were in response to these linked questions from the host 

Jenny Hill-Parker: 

 

 

This conversation, in which ‘opening a can of worms’ featured, was between Peter Williams, Mary 

Pardoe, RHMaths, Joe Crowther and Vicky Osborne: 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/MathsImpact
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/MathsRh
https://twitter.com/jcrowthermaths
https://twitter.com/CheerVix
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1524087274081820673
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1524089674767159296
https://twitter.com/MathsImpact/status/1524094207517986817
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1524096034783248390
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1524096541992136705
https://twitter.com/MathsImpact/status/1524098342778773506
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This short conversation, about the meaning of ‘QED’, was between RHMaths, Jenny Hill-Parker and 

Sheena: 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/MathsRh
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/Sheena2907
https://twitter.com/crowthermaths/status/1524102988662464513
https://twitter.com/MathsImpact/status/1524106358567624704
https://twitter.com/CheerVix/status/1524103966023376896
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1524089856196022274
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1524090211646558208
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1524090820349108225
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This was a very long conversation, mostly about units, initiated by Catherine Edwards, and also 

involving RHMaths, Maryse and Jenny Hill-Parker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://twitter.com/MathsRh
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1524096834691608579
https://twitter.com/Sheena2907/status/1524096703749632000
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1524089077129166855
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1524089381174317066
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1524091823173611520
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths/status/1524090944848605187
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1524091339155066881
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths/status/1524091552636747776
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1524091896322215938
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/15240913391665543307267
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https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths/status/1524091900608888832
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1524092894939955208
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths/status/1524093101161254914
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1524093597028655105
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1524093985291218944
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1524094247602950144
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1524094512791965696
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RHMaths, Vicky Osborne and Catherine Edwards had a short conversation about ‘hatch marks’: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicky Osborne shared a story with Steve Lomax and Jenny Hill-Parker: 

https://twitter.com/MathsRh
https://twitter.com/CheerVix
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://twitter.com/CheerVix
https://twitter.com/MaxTheMaths
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/AllThingsMaths/status/1524095185218637826
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1524091347220717569
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1524091528490201088
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1524092359943860225
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1524090176166940676
https://twitter.com/CheerVix/status/1524092115982204928
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1524093899580620801
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https://twitter.com/CheerVix/status/1524091935195025408
https://twitter.com/MaxTheMaths/status/1524098131046117378
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1524098827128614912
https://twitter.com/CheerVix/status/1524098699495882752
https://twitter.com/CheerVix/status/1524099412351459330
https://twitter.com/CheerVix/status/1524099551086403587
https://twitter.com/MaxTheMaths/status/1524101371359899649
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At the end of the chat RHMaths made a comment to which Vicky Osborne replied: 

 

 

 

(to read the discussion sequence generated by any tweet look at the ‘replies’ to that tweet) 

 

 

The host tweeted two polls. The first poll … 

 

… prompted this short thread … 

 

 

 

… and this: 

https://twitter.com/MathsRh
https://twitter.com/CheerVix
https://twitter.com/MathsRh/status/1524106368227360768
https://twitter.com/CheerVix/status/1524111958949175298
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This was the second poll: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In response to replies and discussions in the thread generated by the host’s Q1 (shown 

above), Jenny (the host) started another shorter thread by asking this question … 

 

… the single replies to which were … 

 

 

… and: 
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Another suggestion from Lorna prompted some comments: 
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In response to her own question … 

 

… Jenny also asked … 

 

… to which there were two replies: 

 

 

While still responding to her own question … 

 

… Jenny asked this interesting question (to which there were no replies): 

 

 

 

This important tweet (see link at top of summary) … 
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… prompted this reply: 
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This tweet … 

 

… was about this: 

 

Maynooth University Department of Mathematics and Physics 

 

 

 

 

 

This question … 

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/mathematics-and-statistics/events/how-did-our-ancient-ancestors-count
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… prompted a short discussion: 
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Another question from the host … 
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… was followed by this … 
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… and this: 

 


