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#mathscpdchat 14 March 2023 

 

How do you help additional adults, such as Teaching Assistants, maximise the engagement of 

pupils/students in lessons? 

Hosted by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat in 

Twitter 

 

 

 

The links shared during this discussion were:  

 

Specialist Knowledge for Teaching Mathematics - Primary Teaching Assistants which is a Maths Hubs 

project from the NCETM. The programmes are designed for primary teaching assistants who would 

like to develop their specialist knowledge for teaching maths. It was shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

Research and Innovation in the Maths Hubs Network which is an article on the NCETM website. It 

shows how smaller CPD projects are part of, and enhance, the Maths Hubs Programme and give 

teachers opportunities to pursue special interests. A programme for Teaching Assistants is offered as 

a Research and Innovation Work Group by some Maths Hubs. It was shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/maths-hubs-projects/specialist-knowledge-for-teaching-mathematics-primary-teaching-assistants/
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/features/research-and-innovation-in-the-maths-hubs-network/
https://twitter.com/tershanah
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Primary Video Lessons which are short (15 to 20 minutes) NCETM videos. They were originally 

produced to provide primary school pupils with interactive lessons while they were learning at home 

during the lockdowns. It was shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

Exemplification of Ready-to-Progress Criteria  which are 79 PowerPoints from the NCETM, each one 

focusing on one of the ready-to-progress criteria in the DfE maths guidance for KS1 and KS2. It was 

shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

Diagnostic Questions which is a website containing multiple-choice questions. For each question three 

wrong answers, each of which reveals a different specific misconception, and one right answer, are 

provided. You can create your own questions and build a quiz. It was shared by Tazreen Kassim-Lowe 

 

Teachers' Experiences of Using NRICH which is a collection of articles by NRICH describing various 

ways in which teachers have used NRICH tasks and other resources effectively. It was shared by 

Mary Pardoe 

 

Primary Subject Knowledge Audit which is part of the suite of mastery PD materials from the NCETM. 

Teachers can use them to assess their confidence in teaching the content of the KS1 and KS2 maths 

curriculum. It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

Secondary Subject Knowledge Audit which is part of the suite of mastery PD materials from the 

NCETM. Teachers can use them to assess their confidence in teaching the content of the KS3 maths 

curriculum. It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows. 

 

  

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/in-the-classroom/resources-for-teaching-maths-in-primary-and-secondary-schools/support-for-primary-teachers/primary-video-lessons/
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/exemplification-of-ready-to-progress-criteria/
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://diagnosticquestions.com/
https://twitter.com/tershanah
https://nrich.maths.org/6537
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/pska-primary-subject-knowledge-audit/
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/secondary-subject-knowledge-audit/
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
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The host tweeted this reminder a few minutes before the discussion began: 

 

 

 

This welcoming message was the host’s opening invitation to join the chat … 

 

 

… and then her first main question … 

 

 

… was followed by a brief discussion about the ‘kinds of adult other than a teacher’ who are 

likely to be in maths lessons … 
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… and then this conversation about occasional helpful additional-adult support from a 

Teaching Assistant: 

 

 

 

 

In another conversation, the challenges teachers face in establishing effective ways of 

communicating adequately with the TAs who are supporting their teaching and their students’ 

learning, were discussed: 
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[Note: An EHCP is an Education, Health and Care Plan, which is a legal document describing a 

child or young person’s special educational needs, the support they need, and the outcomes 

they would like to achieve. In ‘SEND K’ the letter ‘K’ indicates the kind of support needed.] 
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The next comment (made as a quote-retweet of the host’s first question) prompted the host to 

share the links to some available free support currently available for Teaching Assistants: 
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Tazreen’s second main question … 

 

 

… prompted the sharing of more observations about modes of communication between 

teachers and additional adults …  
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… and this positive report from a Teaching Assistant: 

 

 

 

 

 

The following conversation, about communication between teachers and TAs, was in response 

to Tazreen’s second question even though it started from a comment that was not a direct 

reply to that question: 
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Tazreen’s third main question … 

 

 

… generated more replies and discussion than any of her others. The following conversation 

focussed on ways of supporting and enhancing the work of TAs without undermining anyone’s 

confidence … 
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… and links to resources that can build-on/increase the knowledge and expertise of TAs, and 

therefore build up their confidence, were shared during the following thread: 
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Other ways of supporting Teaching Assistants, for example through in-school day-to-day 

organisation and interaction, were mentioned in this next conversation: 
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This was a late comment: 

 

 

 

The next comment prompted the host to provide the link to another resource that can help 

develop the knowledge/practice/confidence of Teaching Assistants: 
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During the hour of this #mathsCPDchat this contributor, who has tweeted that she is both a 

‘Cover Supervisor’ and a Teaching Assistant, made this comment, to which - although it was 

not a reply to any of the host’s questions - the host responded: 
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Towards the end of the chat the same contributor tweeted the following comments generally to 

the chat, one straight after the other in the order shown here: 

 

 

 

 
 

To the host last question … 
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… there were no responses/replies. 
 
 

The host, Tazreen Kassim-Lowe, closed this #mathsCPDchat by thanking the contributors to it, 

and providing a helpful summary: 

 

 

 


