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#mathscpdchat 25 April 2023 

 

What will you be doing later this term with your Y11 students who are planning  

to start on A level Maths in September? 

Hosted by Matt Man 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat in Twitter 

 

 

 

 

 

The links shared during this discussion were:  

 

Preparing Year 11s for A level Maths which is a blog by Matt Man related to a conference workshop, 

planned and delivered by him, in which he guided participants in exploring GCSE Maths topics and A 

level Maths topics, and comparing them. In this blog you will find the slides and handouts of the workshop 

session. It was shared by Matt Man 

 

Curriculum Priorities which is the first of two recent (April 2023) posts, by mathsjem on her 

Resourceaholic website, about the present UK mathematics curriculum. She addresses the challenge of 

finding ways ‘to squeeze our massive curriculum into limited contact time’. It was shared by Matt Man 

https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://mrmanmaths.wordpress.com/2022/03/13/preparing-year-11s-for-a-level-maths/
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://www.resourceaholic.com/2023/04/curriculum-priorities.html
https://twitter.com/mathsjem
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
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Reducing Curriculum Content which is the second of two recent (April 2023) posts, by mathsjem on her 

Resourceaholic website, about the present UK mathematics curriculum. She writes about curriculum 

reform and what she sees as ‘some opportunities to make changes in maths when the time comes’. It 

was shared by Matt Man 

 

Very Old Exam Papers: A Level Files which is a page on Mark McCourt’s website where you will find 

copies of 1970 A level Maths exam papers which are free to download. It was shared by Matt Man 

 

Corbettmaths: Level 2 Further Maths which is a collection of examples of Further Maths exam-style items 

(‘problems’/’questions’) organised by general topic (such as ‘Number’) and then more-specific topic (such 

as ‘Product Rule for Counting’). For each more-specific topic there is a video in which the solution of a 

problem is demonstrated (worked-through), some ‘practice questions’ and ‘answers’. It was shared by 

Matt Man 

 

GCSE to A Level Transition which is the page on Colleen Young’s Mathematics, Learning and 

Technology website from which you can reach many various websites and resources (including material 

from the AMSP) to support GCSE to A level Maths transition. It was shared by Colleen Young 

 

AQA Level 2 Further Maths which is an item on Colleen Young’s Mathematics, Learning and Technology 

website. It includes links to the ‘Teaching Guidance’ provided by AQA for their Level 2 Further Maths 

specification. Worksheets and mark schemes for each section of the specification are available. It was 

shared by Colleen Young 

 

Key Ideas in Teaching Mathematics: Research-Based Guidance For Ages 9-19 which is a book by Anne 

Watson, Keith Jones and Dave Pratt. They provide research-based guidance, explanations and examples 

of the ideas that really matter for students from age 9 to 19, and that can be obstacles to future learning.  

It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

Forty Harder Problems for the Classroom which is a book by Derek Ball from the Association of Teachers 

of Mathematics (ATM). It is a collection of challenging mathematical problems suitable for anyone over 

the age of 11 who enjoys thinking about non-routine problems. It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 

Webmaths: KS5 Maths which is a page of a website containing very many resources for KS5 maths 

teaching and learning. From there you can reach some of the sites listed below … and many more. For 

example, you can reach a variety of Geogebra apps, some MEI sites, the websites of Rob Southern and 

Susan Whitehouse, and Underground Maths. It was shared by webmathscouk 

 

https://www.resourceaholic.com/2023/04/reducing-curriculum-content.html
https://twitter.com/mathsjem
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://www.emaths.co.uk/index.php/teacher-resources/classroom-materials/very-old-exam-papers/category/a-level-2
https://twitter.com/EmathsUK
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://corbettmaths.com/more/further-maths/
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://colleenyoung.org/a-level-16/gcse-to-a-level-transition/
https://twitter.com/ColleenYoung
https://twitter.com/ColleenYoung
https://colleenyoung.org/gcse-reform-index/aqa-level-2-further-maths/
https://twitter.com/ColleenYoung
https://twitter.com/ColleenYoung
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Key-Ideas-Teaching-Mathematics-Research-Based/dp/0199665516
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://www.atm.org.uk/Shop/Forty-Harder-Problems-for-the-Classroom-Book/act060
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://webmathscouk.wordpress.com/ks5-maths/
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/Whitehughes
https://twitter.com/Dids31
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Year 11 lockdown course which is a maths course written by Paddy MacMahon in 2020 for Year 11 pupils 

at Latymer Upper School in order to prepare them for A level Maths. It was shared by Paddy MacMahon 

 

A/AS Level Maths Preparation which is a sheet of ‘questions’ devised by Paddy MacMahon that ‘should 

only require GCSE knowledge, together with a willingness to think’. It was shared by Paddy MacMahon 

 

A Level Further Maths Preparation which is another sheet of ‘questions’ devised by Paddy MacMahon 

that ‘should only require GCSE knowledge, together with a willingness to think’. It was shared by Paddy 

MacMahon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows. 

https://www.paddymacmahon.com/year-11-lockdown-course
https://twitter.com/paddymac_maths
https://twitter.com/paddymac_maths
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q8PfRHXjqV6L8Tu1-xdD1XKifh-CLO40/view
https://twitter.com/paddymac_maths
https://twitter.com/paddymac_maths
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qAStvpxH4n615zUkI9eW2GqEQWldFfn1/view
https://twitter.com/paddymac_maths
https://twitter.com/paddymac_maths
https://twitter.com/paddymac_maths
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Earlier in the day there had been a reply to this tweet … 

 

… which was this: 

 

The host’s reply to Colleen, which he posted during the chat …  

 

… prompted the following response: 
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Although in most #mathsCPDchats all the replies and discussions are generated by the host’s 

main questions, on this occasion the host’s welcome tweet …  

 

… prompted two conversations. This one was started by an enigmatic short reply to it: 
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Matt replied to his own tweet shown next below (which was part of the conversation above) … 

 

by asking … 

 

… to which (the next day) there was this reply: 

 

 

Also, this tweet from Tom Bennison (part of the conversation above) … 
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… the next day prompted this reply/request: 

 

 

The other conversation (which was a branching thread of related discussions) generated by 

Matt’s welcome tweet … 

 

… was initiated by a reply to it from Sheena: 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheena’s initial tweet above (about writing a scheme of work for A level Maths that ‘focuses on 

the basics in the beginning’) also prompted the following thread … 



 

ncetm.org.uk | 9 

 

 

 

 

 

(links provided above) 

 

 

 

 

 

(link provided above) 
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… and Sheena’s initial tweet above (about writing a scheme of work for A level Maths that 

‘focuses on the basics in the beginning’) also prompted this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Matt’s welcome message there was also this ‘single’ reply (that did not result in a discussion 

as did both Mel’s [Just Maths’s] and Sheena’s replies): 
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The host commented, during the Sheena-generated conversation above, … 

 

… and this poll appeared several minutes later: 

 

This poll-tweet prompted a short conversation plus several single comments. A question from 

Sam started the conversation … 
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… and these were the ‘single’ replies to the poll-tweet: 
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Matt also tweeted a poll about the typical number of students in A level Maths classes … 
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… which prompted the following comments: 
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The replies to Matt’s first main question … 

 

… formed a two-way conversation and a short thread about a particular resource. In the 

conversation some resources were mentioned: 
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(Link provided above.) 

 

 

 

 

 

The resource suggested in response to Matt’s Q1 … 
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… is a book: 
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ncetm.org.uk | 19 

 

 

The host’s second question … 

 

… prompted the sharing of this resource … 

 

… these comments … 

 

 

… the following long conversation … 
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When Colleen replied to Maryse’s comment (about having brought back Further Maths GCSE, and 

repeated again immediately below) that started this long conversation, a contributor was 

prompted to share the link to a resource. 
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This (repeated next below) tweet from Maryse prompted Matt to ask to see some example 

problems, which Maryse then provided, and which led to the sharing of more links to resources. 
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(Link provided at top of summary) 
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(Link provided at top of summary) 

 

 

Matt’s request to Maryse to see some example problems (repeated next below) prompted another 

contributor to share some. 
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That is the end of the long discussion generated by Maryse’s reply (about bringing back GCSE 

Further Maths) to Matt’s second main question of the chat. But four shorter conversations were 

also generated by the host’s second question, which is repeated here as a reminder of what it 

was: 
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There was a short exchange about providing a booklet of problems for students who are going on 

to A level Maths to tackle at the end of Y11 … 

 

 

 

… and this … 

 

 

… and this conversation about another possible way to help students prepare for starting on an A 

level Maths course … 
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… and this discussion, in which another link (provided above) was shared, and an interesting 

possibility was considered, was in response to Matt’s second question: 
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Towards the end of the chat the host posted three tweets that were not questions or replies. In the 

following one of these three informative tweets from the host the four images that are attached to 

his quoted tweet have been enlarged for clarity: 

 

 

https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1540802029320212481
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Matt also posted the next tweet … 

 

… and we have included another ‘illustrative’ tweet: 

 

 

The next tweet is the last of the three informative tweets from the host: 
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The quoted tweet from the AMSP is here. 

 

This was the host’s closing message: 

 

https://twitter.com/Advanced_Maths/status/1650454538804158466

